KOKESHITRENDS

Free Publication November 2025 Special Issue 8

FOLK ART: Kokeshi Companions



WELCOME

B Introduction e, 03

B Art of SHIINESS e, 04-05
B Carrying Quiet Strength e, 06-07
B Joyin Small ThiNgs e, 08-09
B Quiet Work of Healing e, 10-11
B Kokeshi of CONNECLION e 12-13
Bl Kokeshiof Resilience e 14-15
B Kokeshi of SEIf-LOVE eeeeeeeeeeseeeseeeseeeseenns 16-17
B O EpiloQUE et 18

B ArtiSans Pages e 19

B Echoes of Craft: A Tribute to Two Voices. ... 20-25

Want to learn more about
Kokeshi? Visit us on Facebook

@KokeshiVillage group and
follow us on Instagram
@KokeshiTrends kt

——

Edited by: Jill Holmgren, Exec. Editor KokeshiTrends.com (c) 2025| 02


https://www.facebook.com/groups/Kokeshi.Village
https://www.instagram.com/kokeshitrends_kt/

INTRODUCTION

Madelyn Molina, EIC KokeshiTrends.com (c) 2025| 03



Art of Stillness

“peace lives within me.”

Artisan:

Kakizawa Yoshinobu - fi;RZ1H
b.1974

Master:

Kakizawa Koretaka - fiiiR 2
Style: Naruko

Collection: Soulportals.com
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Art of Stillness

“peace lives within me.”

Artisan: e NG
Hiroi Michiaki - [AHE5E l, \\
1933 - 2020 / \
Master: | 1
Agatsuma Kichisuke - ZZ&8h ‘\ ,’
Candlestick Spinners \ V4
Collection: Soulportals.com \‘~__ ,z'
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Carrying Quiet Strength

“l face the day with bravery.”

. ,,—--s\\
Artisan: /4 \
Niiyama Minoru - #LL%E ,' \\
b. 1956 | 1
Master: ‘\ ,’
Niiyama Manabu - L% \\ ,l
Collection: Soulportalscom S _»"
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Carrying Quiet Strength

“l face the day with bravery.”

Artisan:

Kuribayashi Issetsu - &tk —F
1926-2011

Collection: Soulportals.com

He once said, “l want to breathe
life into the Kokeshi, without
speaking a word.”
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Joy in Small Things

“Happiness grows when I notice it.”

Artisan:

Janice Levi
Kokeshi Inspired
Collection:
Soulportals.com
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Joy in Small Things

“Happiness grows when I notice it.”

1960s vase-inspired miniature
omiyage Kokeshi
Collection: Soulportals.com
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Quiet Work of Healing

“l honor my feelings with love.”

Artisan:

Takeda Masashi- ®H £ L
1930-2015

Master:

Takeda Usaburo - EHEHII=ER
Collection: Soulportals.com
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Quiet Work of H

“l honor my feelings with love.”

Bluebearvendingco

Artisan: Joanna McPherson
Kokeshi Inspired

b. 1973 ~

London, England

Title: Don't stand too close to me
2020 Covid 19

Collection: Soulportals.com
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Kokeshi of Connection

“We belong to each other”

e~ X

Artisan: Mogami Minoru
Collection: Soulportals.com
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Kokeshi of Connection

“We belong to each other”

C\_)\/~

Artisan:

Taizan Sugizaki - #ZI&ZRLL
Title: Akebono - HIFIFD
Collection: Soulportals.com

KokeshiTrends.com (c) 2025 | 13



Kokeshi of Resilience

“Strength in Imperfection”

Artisan:

Miyashita Hajime - 8 F (&L &
b.1940

Collection: Brandy E.
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Kokeshi of Resilience

“Strength in Imperfection”

Artisan:
Ishihara Hideo - AR HHE
1925-1999

Collection: Soulportals.com
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Kokeshi of Self-Love

“l am enough, exactly as | am.”
+

A

+

Artisan:

Hitoshi Makino - 4 EF1%
b. 1956

Titled: Yorisou
Collection:
Soulportals.com
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Kokeshi of Self-Love

“l am enough, exactly as | am.”
+

A

+

Artisan:

Kato Tatsuo - HNEE= L
b.1940

Titled: Early Spring
Collection: Soulportals.com
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Artisan:

Alexa Fitzgibbon

Kokeshi Inspired

Title: Chiasa - 1000 Mornings
Collection: Custom work for
Soulportals.com

“Chiasa” means a thousand
mornings—a name that
beautifully echoes the rising
phoenix, a symbol of daily
renewal and quiet rebirth.

Each morning offers a fresh
beginning, a chance to rise
again with grace, strength,
and softness. It's a fitting
companion to this emotional
support series, reminding us
that healing is not a single
moment, but a rhythm.

Chiasa, poised in her quiet
radiance, makes a perfect
closing image for this
epilogue, a visual whisper that
says: “You can begin again,
always”". PRl
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ARTISANS' PAGES

Alexa Fitzgibbon Kuribayashi Issetsu

Hiroi Michiaki Miyashita Hajime

Hitoshi Makino Mogami Minoru

Ishihara Hideo Nilyama Minoru

Janice Levi Taizan Sugizaki

Joanna McPherson Takeda Masahi

BB m R K

Kakizawa Yoshinobu Unknown Artisan, Omiyage 1960s

SR eE R E R R ®

Kato Tatsuo

Resources

KokeshiWiki.com m Front Cover - Taizan Sugizaki

Back Cover - Kishi Sadao (Nakayoshi)

KokeshiVillage.com k
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ECHOES OF CRAFT: A TRIBUTE TO TWO VOICES

This issue is dedicated to Robert Wolf and Michael Evans,
who helped us shape our shelves and kindled our Kokeshi
spirits. This is our thank you. Your shared knowledge and
wisdom carved paths of joy, connection, and quiet
transformation into a world of wooden treasures, where

magic lives in every grain.

With admiration and affection, we wish you a retirement as

rich and meaningful as your contributions.

g&; mingei arts

All rights reserved (c) KokeshiTrends.com (c) 2025 | 20



MESSAGES OF APPRECIATION

Continuing the Conversation: Thank You for the Lessons

For decades, Robert Wolf and Michael Evans have
shared not only their knowledge of Kokeshi, but their
hearts, teaching us to see the dolls not just as objects,
but as carriers of spirit, memory, and connection.

Their legacy continues in every conversation sparked,
every doll cherished, and every insight passed on.

From Collectors with Love: Community Messages
In the following pages, we share heartfelt messages

from the Kokeshi collectors community, expressions of

gratitude, stories of connection, and reflections on the
mMany ways your work has inspired, guided, and
enriched their collecting journeys.

L J

o
v

Community Member from CA, USA

Share how MingeiArts has contributed to your
Kokeshi Learning Journey.

My very first Kokeshi book discovery was Wooden
Treasures of Japan by Robert and Michael. | was
instantly captivated by its stunning images and the
wealth of artisan information on every page. To my
delight, | even spotted several pieces that were
already part of my own collection! | eagerly devoured
the book, page by page, checking to see

All rights reserved (c)

how many artisans and dolls | could identify. That
moment marked the beginning of a lifelong passion,
one that inspired me to learn more, and eventually
to pay it forward by helping create our wonderful
Kokeshi Village Community and the Kokeshi Trends
Journal.

Your message to Authors Robert Wolf and Michael
Evans:

Thank you, Robert and Michael, for always being so
generous with your time in answering my inquiries
and for sharing your passion with me. | have learned
so much from you both and will forever be grateful
for your friendship, your knowledge, and our shared
love of these wonderful wooden treasures.

Community Member from VA, USA

Share how MingeiArts has contributed to your
Kokeshi Learning Journey.

Their books on sosaku and creative Kokeshi greatly
increased my appreciation of these styles.

Your message to Authors Robert Wolf and Michael
Evans:

Thank you for all your great research on Kokeshi which
benefited all of us. | treasure the special Kokeshi that |
have purchased from you.

KokeshiTrends.com (c) 2025 | 21



MESSAGES OF APPRECIATION

Community Member from Alaska, USA

Share how MingeiArts has contributed to your Kokeshi

Learning Journey.

We stand on the shoulders
of giants, some so tall they
elevate us into the clouds.
Then, they lift their arms,
and we're among the stars.
For those of us who find
peace and joy from

Japanese Kokeshi, Michael

Evans and Robert Wolf have

been the strongmen who
provided a foundation for
our knowledge and
appreciation of this
treasured craft.
Communicating the results
of their dedicated research
through beautiful prose,
they have contributed

immeasurably to our

All rights reserved (c)

knowledge of Kokeshi and
Kokeshi artists, expanding
the reputation and
appreciation for this
Japanese mingei, and
revealing how Kokeshi
reflect culture and cultural
change. Their books fill
not gaps, but chasmes, in
our knowledge, especially
about sosaku Kokeshi.
Creating a community of
collectors, they have kept
the tradition alive,
supporting perpetuation
of this traditional craft that
has captured so many
hearts. We gratefully

acknowledge their

decades of effort,
professionalism, and love for
Kokeshi. We can only hope
that, in some small way, we
will follow their example and
add to their work, standing
tall, extending our arms and,
like them, assisting collectors
up into the beautiful starlit

world of Kokeshi.

Your message to Authors
Robert Wolf and Michael Evans:

There's something about
people who love Kokeshi, who
see the beauty, the
craftsmanship, the heart of a
country and culture. No matter
their start in life or route to
discovery, Kokeshi have
captured them and become
part of their existence. Those
people who embrace Kokeshi

appreciate art, life, community,

humanity. They are kind. They
want to help others. They reach
out. They share, each according
to their skills and talents. Some
embody the spirit of the art in
ways that only others who also
appreciate Kokeshi can
understand. | see that in you.
You have done so much for the
art--your research, your writing,
your sharing, your support of
this craft and of the people
who collect. Know that it is so
very appreciated! They say that
the soul of the tree goes into
the Kokeshi. | think that those
of us who live with these
wooden treasures also absorb
some of that. Call it Kami,
Shinrin-yoku, Kokeshi Magic, or
what have you---Thank you for

sharing it with all of us.

KokeshiTrends.com (c) 2025 | 22



MESSAGES OF APPRECIATION

Community Member from United Kingdom

Share how MingeiArts has contributed to your Kokeshi

Learning Journey.

Thank you Robert and
Michael. | came across your
site early in my Kokeshi
collecting journey. |
immediately started saving
to treat myself to your book
“Kokeshi - wooden treasures
of Japan” which is a
beautiful and enlightening
resource and was the first
book on Kokeshi that | had
found in the English
language. At that time | was
mainly collecting omiyage
Kokeshi (mostly nodders,

ones that particularly told

All rights reserved (c)

a story about life in Japan,
especially those bought
while | lived in Japan in
2003/4). Through your
book and website | learnt
more about the different
regional Kokeshi families
and decided to look for a
typical example of each
traditional style. | now
have a bookcase dotted
with beautiful examples,
alongside two display
cabinets full of omiyage

nodders.

Your message to Authors

Robert Wolf and Michael
Evans:

Thank you so much for
sharing your knowledge
and passion for Kokeshi
with the English speaking
world. | hope you have a
wonderful retirement
among the fantastic
Japanese collection you
have amassed. Please
know that your teaching
will continue to be shared
and appreciated by those
of us who also appreciate
the beauty, simplicity and
tranquility of living with
these exquisite works of

art.

Community Member
from IL, USA

Share how MingeiArts has
contributed to your Kokeshi
Learning Journey.

One of my first Kokeshi books
was authored by Robert and
Michael. It's a wonderful
publication filled with expert
knowledge & it always makes

me smile when | revisit it.

Your message to Authors
Robert Wolf and Michael
Evans:

Thank you Robert and Michael
for sharing your knowledge
and expertise! The Kokeshi
community benefits daily from

your passion and efforts.

KokeshiTrends.com (c) 2025 | 23



MESSAGES OF APPRECIATION

Community Members from Canada

Share how MingeiArts has contributed to your
Kokeshi Learning Journey.

Both of your passion and knowledge for Kokeshi has
inspired me to further deepen my own
understanding and interest in collecting Kokeshi
and has fueled my love for this highly creative craft
immensely.

Your message to Authors Robert Wolf and Michael
Evans:

Dear Robert and Michael, Sending care and love to
you both. A heartfelt thank you for all your valuable
support, information and inspiration. It has meant
the world to me ¢°

o &
v v

Share how MingeiArts has contributed to your
Kokeshi Learning Journey.

Robert, you were approachable and willing to share
knowledge while being humble yourself. Thank you.

Your message to Authors Robert Wolf and Michael
Evans:

Best wishes for your next adventure.

All rights reserved (c)

Community Members from France

Your message to Authors Robert Wolf and
Michael Evans:

Many thanks for all you did. Kokeshi 'world is a

world of joy and happiness. You will be missed.

o &
\ ¢ \ 4

Share how MingeiArts has contributed to your
Kokeshi Learning Journey.

| bought my first Kokeshi and book on Kokeshi
at Mingei Arts

Your message to Authors Robert Wolf and
Michael Evans:

Thank you Robert and Michael for having
opened my eyes to the Kokeshi world. | started
my collection with you and since then my love
for them has never failed. You Will be missed.

Happy, well-deserved retirement.

KokeshiTrends.com (c) 2025 | 24



MESSAGES OF APPRECIATION

Community Member from Florida, USA

Share how MingeiArts has contributed to your

Kokeshi Learning Journey.

So many times I've browsed
the Learning sections on
your Mingei Arts website,
sometimes because | was
trying to match a specific
Kokeshi, and often just
because your pages are so
beautiful and | wanted to
become familiar with the
style and look and
significance of every
Kokeshi artist featured on
your site. | appreciate so
much that whatever
information you were able
to find on each artist or
each specific piece, a little
or a lot, about the artist’s life
and educational
background, the types of
wood they used, the name
an artist gave to their work,
or the stories or poems that
inspired them to create a
specific Kokeshi, you
shared it, and you kept the

All rights reserved (c)

information available in a
wonderfully organized
fashion so not only the
person who bought the
piece, but the rest of us,
could benefit from your
knowledge and your care.
You shared your love of art,
which is an inspiration to all
of us to continue that love
and “pay that information”
forward. | had acquired
online a particularly
beautiful Kokeshi, Yuki
Michi | Snowy Road by
Miyajima Muhitsu, in
excellent condition. The
seller obviously did not
know the value of the work,
but | paid my $30 and | was
very happy; until the seller
messaged me to say,
something like this: “I'm
sorry, | just can't sell this. |
didn’t know how much it
meant to my daughter.

It belonged to her
grandmother. My mother
bought this Kokeshi many
years ago in Japan.” The
seller was also Japanese,
living in the United States,
and it was important to her
to let me know why she
couldn’t sell it and had my
understanding before she
refunded my money. In the
spirit of “giving forward”
that you taught me about
Kokeshi, | shared with her
and her daughter exactly
what they had, the value of
it, and the story of the work.
| gave her the link to your
pages at Mingei Arts, and
she was extremely
appreciative, and happy to
share that knowledge with
her daughter who could not
let “Snowy Road” leave their
home, and | was happy for
them that they would not
only keep a family heirloom,
but know its name, the
artist's biographical history,
the wood it was made from,

and why it was created. Thank you
for doing that for all of us.

Your message to Authors Robert
Wolf and Michael Evans:

The depth and beauty of your
work shared at Mingei Arts, and
your insight has enriched my life.
I've used your site many times for
the artist pages, and recently I've
read your articles and viewed
your videos. | own all of your
books. Your website has been
valuable to me in learning about
Kokeshi and mingei, and your
love for the art and culture and
workmanship they represent is
evident in every word and every
photograph you've shared
throughout the years. Thank you
with all of my heart, and thank
you for your collaboration with
Kokeshi Village so that the
significant body of your work will
continue to be appreciated and
enjoyed. The text, page layout
and quality of your photographs
on your Mingei Arts site has
provided me with many peaceful
and stimulating hours of joy.
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